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| The like Figure bereut even Baptiſm doth alſo now | 
ſave us ; not the putting away of the Filth of the 


— OY * 


dame ihn, bot ares. 4 


, 7 * 
* 


OR, AN 


account. 


O F THE 


Doctrine and Pradice +4 


OF THE 


1 0 Firſt CENTURIES, 


Concerning the 


Baptiſm of Infants; || * 
In the Words of the Sacred and 5 
Primitive Writers themſelves. 1 


117 


| By WILLIAM WHISTON, M. A. 


— 


Fleſh, but the Anſ' wer of a Good . towards 
God, 1 ** iii. 21. 


» I 


— 


LONDON: Printed for hy Author, at his Houſe | 


_ 
1 * 


9 tt SO en CO EE" WE ht IT OI I — — „6 ——— 


- 
: * * 
P — —— — — : 


in Croſ-ftreet, Hatton-Garden ; and Sold by the“ 
Bookſellers of London and Weſtminſter 1712, 2 | 


1 
1 
| 


w#* * 


E 


- = + W N , 2 
* TI os 70 
* 4 a. 
4 „ 
* : 2 5 
Tn +. 2 ry . - * hs p wn WY --7 
* 


* * 
” ” es #41 
* „ 
* = Wo . N 
. . 
« 
* 
* 
H * Ky 2 
1 = 
% 4 
+ 4 . 
* 
* 
1 
1 * 
. 
- CY 
, 
* 
* 
\ 
* 
a 
— 
= 
s 
* 
1 * 


£3 * © 
„ 
o 4 * 1 
= 
* - * ” » 2 
% 
4 
* 
. 
- N 
1 . 
„ » 
” 
„ 
% 
* 
4 ef 
os * 
* 
— 
oy 
- 
* * 
— 
. - 
* 
_ 
. * 
. % * 
> 
WS . * 
* 
* 
— — - 
5 
- 
* 
* 
— 


- mx _ l 5 
EY * » * „ 
. - * 
** | * 
= 


9 » 
1 
- 
. 
* 
— 
— 
= 
* 
5 
1 
* 
. * 
. 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
. 
"I 
* 
* 
* 


K. inne WI iN CITES! 4A 


* * 
6 q\ } i! 16.404 ia e .han3-C 36? nods i + E's A un 
%% 30 nn 2 3 31 28 Bild 1 S883? > 75; +013 to wer $3 A 8 
e323 37:1 mand % 1453 Yo wag #95, 24 31 3%] TRE 
a C7082 26h, , Ne DING DH 95 7 ret 7 "If n—_—_———— 
x . ' * , Ju 1 b x * . 


1 p . 
6 +». \ 11 545 b. | 57 | 6-4 
ce: 


4s RS r & he Darius ia - 
i»; Practice of, the Jau Fin Centuries « on- 
us Cer ning, the. By PAIR bY, Infants, e. 


vA. AT gie 1 20 — 1 ig 
: + 4 ; 


*S % * » 4 * dt - - * 0 0 — 
a - 
3 


1 IONS 


nie 15 1046 vn: 5:34 — 


«The: Haine ſeldom much r 210 the 
Words of the Origioal Texts and Teſtimonies 
vn Matter, I have not thou vg ht it neceſſary to ſet them down 
Fa d in Crack am Latin, as I did formerly, on the like Qccafion; 
but have mee contented my ſelf with the Exgliſb only. «> 
NB. That, the Reader may the better underſtand: many of the 
wing Paſſages, and ſce how exsctly che Form of Bepriſm in the 
. Conſtitutions agrees to them, I mall here ſer don a ſhort Acconne 
of it from the Conſtitutions. As. then as ever the Chil. 
2 of Chriſtian, Parents were capable, they were put ante the 
ank of the Catechemens, in which they ſtaid ordinarily Three Years; 
wards the Concluſion of which they were admitted into the higher 
Ra ok of the Mumineted, in which /continu'd till Sefer; and 
Arictliy 5 — d the Fofts belonging to that Seaſon; being ſtill 7e 
£bir'd and illumineted in the fundameutal Doctripes of the Goſpel, 
and at laſt had the very Apoſtles own Creed deliver'd or committed 
to them, as a-facred and fecrer Depyſitum. Then the Night of 
Watchiog before Eaßer, upon their renouneing the Devil, and aſſo- 
ciating themſelves to Chrifh, they were initiated, firſt fieſt by Anointivg 
with Oil, then by Trine Immerſoui into Water , and laſtly by Cenßrma- 
tien, or the Sea} of the Croſs made on their Ferebeads with Oints | 
and impoſition FR. T = 1 Type of the Effuſion 
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0 Primitive Infant-Baptiſm Reviv d. 
Holy Gbeſt upon them; the Second, as a Repreſentation of the Burial 
and Reſurr#ion of Chriſt ; the Third, as the Obſignation of the Co- 
wVenants : having at firſt entirely pur off their old Garments, and after. 
— - e that — — Their Names were al- 
ſo ſuppos d to be written in Book, call'd The Beok-of +he Living, or 
of Life, and they were now allow'd to call God their Father, and to 
uſe the Lord's Prayer as his Children by Adoption, and exhorted to 
keep their Pere, and their Ses/ , and their Garments unſpotted to 

_ End of their Lives; the Prayers always being di ted towards 
the Eat r b | 

See the Hiſtory of Jobs's Bapeiſm , and particularly of his bapti- 
Zing our Saviour, Mar. iii. Mark i. Licks. iii. 

Mat. Then were there brought unto him Little Children (a), that he 
ſhould put his Hands on them, and pray; and the Diſciples rebuk d 
them. But Jeſus ſaid, Suffer the Little Children , and forbid them 
pot to come unto me; for of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven. And he 
laid his Hands on them, and departed thence.- Mart. ] And they brought 
Little Children (5) to him, that he ſhould touch them; and his Diſ- 
eiples rebuked thoſe that brought them. But when Jeſus Irs 
be was much diſpleas d, and ſaid unto them, Suffer the Little Chill. 
aren to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of ſuch is the 
Kingdom of God. Verily I fay unto you, Whoſoever ſhall not re- 
ceive the Kingdom of God as a little Child, he ſhall not enter there 
in ; and he rook them up in his Arms, put his Hands upon them, 
and bleſſed them. Luke. ] And they brought unto him alſo Infant: (3. 
that he would touch them; but when his Diſciples ſaw it, they re- 
buk'd them. But Jeſus calld them unto him, and ſaid, Suffer the 
Little Children to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of ſuch is 
the Kingdom of God. Verily I ſay unto you, Whoſoever ſhall nor 
— the Kingdom of God as a Little Child, ſhall in no wiſe enter 

erein. . | 1G 

N B. Who are the youngeſt Subjects of Inſtruction and Baptiſm, we 
Jearn from theſe Texts; which are ſo frequently cited by the Firſt 
Chriſtians about Infant-Baptiſm, that they are of the greateſt Conſe- 
quence as to this Matter. And they are LittleChildren in Mat. and Marl, 

and Inſen:s in Lałe, that 1 02 plainly Children not yet grown up to be 
Men; ſuch as wanted Directors to conduct and inſtru them. Indeed 
ſuch as were under, or not much above Twelve Years of Age, and 
no other; I name that Age particularly, becauſe the former Word 
(e) maid) a, Little Children, which the oftneſt occurs in this Matter, and 
is frequently us d in the New Teſtament for Babes ot Infants in our 


— 


(a) Mat. XIX. 13, 14, 15. () Merk X. 13, 14, 15, 16. 
Vc) Luk. XVIII. 15, 16, 17. (4) See 2 Tim. III. 15. Per. II. 2. 
"Mer. XVIII. , 3, 4, 1 Mark IX. 21, 24, 36, 37. Lal. VII. 32. 
IX. 47, 48. 1 Cor. XIV, 19, 20. (e) Mark V. 342. " 
45 AW, modern 
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Primitive tnfant- Baptiſm Reviv d 3 
moderh Senſe allo, is yet Four times apply d by Mark to a Girl of 
that Age; which thetefore is a fure Rule to us herein. 

- When the King'came in to fee the Gueſts, he ſaw there a Man 
which had not on a Wedding Garmens (a). And he faith unto him, 
Friend, how cameſt thou in hither, not having + Wedding Gar- 
ment? and he was ſpeechleſs. [See this well expounded in the Re-. 
"tions below.] d te DING PLOT RESINS CTU LS 

Go ye therefore and reach all Nations, beptizing them [ or dipping. 

them I unte the Name of the Father, aud of the Sen, ani of the Holy 
Ghoſt (); teathing them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have 
comminded you; and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the End 
of the World. Amex. ¶ See this Original Command for Baptiſm 
quoted and confirm'd by the following Authors, Conffitut. lib. ii. 
c. 26. lib. iii. c. 16. lib. v. c. 7. lib. vi. c. 15. lib. vii. e. 22, 40, 43. 
Can. xlix, I. Ignat. ad Philadelph. S. 9. Recogn. lib i. S. 69. lib. iii. 
S: 67. lib. vi. S 9. Juſt. Apol. 1. in calce. Tertul. paſim.] q 

N. B. This Original Command for Chriſtian Baptiſm does plain» 
ly ſuppoſe, that Perſons muſt be firſt inſtructed, and thereby made 
Diſciples before they are to be baptiz d. | | 

Mark. He that believer (.) — is baptixed, ſhall be ſaved; but he 
that believeth not, ſhall be damned. | 

© Luke.) That thou 'mighteſt know the Certainty of thoſe Things, 
ati @ Fer wherein thou haſt been catechiꝛ d. (d). ¶ Here follow 
the reſt of the Texts belonging to Carechizing, under that Name. ] 

This Man was catechiz'd (e) in the way of the Lord. 

Being estechiz d () out of the af oath 

That by my Voice I might catechite (g) others alſo. . 

Let him that is caterhix d (5 in the Word, communicate to him 
that catechiz+s him, in all good things. 1 

N. B. Since the Order of Catechumen, and the Solemnity of - 
rechizing them is ſo certain in all Primitive Antiquity , tis very un- 
fair in Interpreters to render the Greet Words thereto belonging, or 


alluding, —— of no ſuch ſolemn Signification, ' If we ſnould 
always render the folemn Word owyeecrgia, by the plain one of 


Thankſgiving, when it denoted the Excharift, we ſhould be deem d 
ill Tranſlators. Now thoſe who in the preſent Caſe avoid the Words 
Catechiſe and Catechumens, which are in the Original, 'muſt be almoſt 
a$ ill Tranſlators as the other. 20 

John] The fame is he that $9ptiz:th with the Holy Ghoſt (5). Ses 
Aﬀs i. 5. xi. 16. a e £13 1's 6.57 

Jeſus anſwer'd, 'Verily, verily, I fay unto thee, Except a Man be 
_ — Warer, and of the Spirit (t), he cannot enter in the Kingdom 
© : | 


( Mar, XXII. 11412, | ( XXVIII 19, 20. 
(e) Mark XVI. 16. (a) Lale i. 4. (e) 48. XVIII. 25. 
Lf) Rem. ii. 18, 11 1 Cor, XIV. 19. (b) Gal. VI. 6. 
N L 33. (# Ul. ;. 1 N. & 


__— 


and ſaid, / believe that Jeſus ge 


4 Primitive —.— 


VN That Regeneration, a 
where generally, af 22 55 0 
Regeneratian, is unc im co 
with rhe 1 Bptiſm 2 fo. at 155 e 
5 2 
th 1 poco ® 
rl Ince? SE 2 CEE 7. 
g and os "af a)every one 


&#:.]Thep Rater Tad 0 555 5 8 
ou, in the Name o ri * on of Sins, and 

ye (bali receive, the Gift 1170 che te 1 5 bor or th e rk is unto 
ven and to four Childr 3 d to alli off, even as many as. 


the Lord our God ſh Then chiy * recciv d the 
Word were baptit. 'a.(b) ; — na fame P ay yr Sadly added untd 


them wee! hree ouſand Souls. 
ben they puliev'd Philip (e) * ing che Th ps gs concerningthe, 
Kingdom of God, and the Name of were davis 


both Mew and: Werner 

Only they were 2 4. unto (a) x Name Fe the aero 

N. B; - This Beptizing unto the Name of the rad Joſus here 11 
elſewhere, is only the boptizing unto his Death; bug not the uſing any; 
ather than the known:Form , unte the Name of the — 
Sen, and. of che. Holy. Ghoſt ; as appears by abundance o oy P 
hereto relating;,. which will occur in che future Courſe of this = 
count, 

Then Philip 181 open 0 his Month; td. pil: began at the fame Seri- 
pture, and preach'd unto him Jeſus. And ag they, went on their 
way, they came unto a certain Water ind the Eunuch ſaid, 
here is Water : What doth hinder me to be baptized? And hor dry, 

If. thou beliewsft with all thine Heart, my 1 And he enſwer' 
ets 155 or ro Fon hl ON th weap, down both intq 

e Hater, Philip an nue and he baptized him. 

3 Diſciples were call'd Chrifinns bf) [the Anointed] firſt in 4. 
rio 3 5 

Tyala (es) tended unto the things that were ſpoken of Peg. And 
ſhe was baptized, a nd her Heuſholg, .&c. | 

They ſaid, f wei; (b) on the Lord Telus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be 
ſaved , and thy Houſe: And they oak unto him the Word of the 
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Lord, an to all that were in his Ho And he took them the ſame. 
Hour of the Night, and waſhed their Stri pes, and was baptized, he 


| $nd al bis ſtraitway. And when he had brought chem into hig 
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Primitiue Iaſaut-Rastiſin Reviv d. 7 
bee he en before them, and rjic', uin God with 
ell bis Yo ib „ 570 5 : | 7 

Many of the Corinthians (-) hearing, believed, and were baptized. | 

Paul (6) faid unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghoſt. ſince ye 
believed? And they ſaid unto him, We have not ſo much as heard 
whether there be any Hely 6 yet gi- 
ven.] And he ſaid unto them, Unto what then were ye boptized ? 
and ſaid, Unto John's Boptiſm. Then ſaid Paal, Jobn. verily: 
baptized with the Baptiſm of Repentance, ſaying unto the People, 

at they ſhould brlieve on him which ſhopld come after him, that 
is, on Chriſt Jeſus. When they heard this, they were baptized unts 
the Name of the Lord Jefus. 

Arid now why tarrieſt thou? Ariſe, and be — (e), and waſh 
away thy Sins, calling on the Name of the Lord. 

Nomen. ] Know ye not that ſo many of us as have been baptized (d) 
unto Jeſus Chriſt have been beptized unto hi Death ? Therefore we are 
buried with him by Baptiſm unte Death: that like as Chriſt alſo was 
. the Glory of the Father, ſo we alſo ſhould walk in 
Newneſ; 6. ; 

N. B. It ſeems plain from this place, as the Learned Mr. Gale (e) 
obſerves, that when this Epiftle was written there had been no Chri- 
ſtians baptiz'd but by Dipping, or repreſenting Chriſt's Death, Bu- 
rial, and Reſurrection therein, which is the Deſign of the Immerſion 
and Emerſion of the Perſon baptiz'd ; but which is loſt in Affuſion 
and Sprinkling : Nor is it much leſs _ here, thar there were 
none of thoſe baptiz'd Chriſtians then , but ſuch as were capable of 
walking in Newneſs of Life, in Conformity to Chriſt's Reſurrection 
therein repreſented ; which Text therefore deſerves to be greatly 
conſider d upon this Occaſion. a | 
I Corinthians.] Were ye baptized unto the Name of Paul (F)? Leſt 
any ſhould ſay that I had beprized unto mine own Name. And I be- 
tixed alſo the Houſhold of Stephanas. 

The unbelieving Husband is ſanctify d by the Wife; and the un- 
believing Wife is ſanctify'd by the Husband (g): elſe were your 
Children Unclean, but now are they Holy. [See Tertulian's Expos 
ſition below.] oh 
«2 They were all baptized unto Moſes (5), in the Cloud, and in the 

ea. 92 
By one Soirit (i) are we all baptized wnto one Body; ind 
have been all made to drink unte one Spirit. 
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(s) 48. XVIII. 8. (6) XIX. 2 5. (c) XXII. 16. 
fa) Rom. VI. 3, 4. (e) Reflections on Mr. Wal, p, 189. ä 
(F) 1 Cor. 1. 13, 15, is, (g) VII. 11. (“) X. 2. 

1 (*4) Elſo 
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Primitive Infant: Baptiſm Reviu d. 
Elſe what ſhall they do that are baptized ever (e), or for the Dead, 
if the Dead riſe not at all ? Why are they then og. over, Or for 
the Desdꝰ a N r. | 25 of : | 
. B. The true Meaning of this hitherto obſcure Phraſe , Ca. 
St dον ap oh] veupor, Baptized over, or for the dead, ſeems to be this, 
that ſome. Chriſtians were baptized in the Dormitories, or over the 
Graves of the \Deceas'd, and of che Martyrs, in hopes of their Re- 
furreQion; juſt as the Conſtitutions (5) ſpeak of ſome Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies, and their Reading, and Singing, &c. there, vp N 
KEKOLLUMMEV 07 FACT WRAY, x. T. A Over the Martyrs dectat d, &c. or on 
#hrir account, and in Hopes of their Reſurrection . 
a Corinthians I Now he which confirms(c)us with you, and hath anointed 
us is God; who hath alſo ſaaled us, and given the Earneft of the Spi- 
rit in our Hearts. [For this Sealing, ſee Rom. IV. 11. 1 Cor. IX. ] 
' Galatien:,)For.as many of you as have been beptized unte Chriſt (4), 
have put on Chriſt, | 
In whom alſo after that ye believed (e), ye were ſcaled with that 
Holy Sprit of Promiſe: which is the Earneſt of our Inheritance. 
Abe Eyes of your, Underſtanding being illuminated (F) , 
There is one Body and one Spirit (g), even as ye are call'd in one 
Hope of your Calling: one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and 
Father of all. [Of one Baptiſm, ſee the Conſtitutions, L. vi. c. 15 ] 
That ye put of, concerning the former Converſation, the Old 
Man (5), which is corrupt, according to the deceitful Luſts; and be 
renew'd in the Spirit of your Mind; and that ye put on the New Man, 
which after God is created in Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs. 
See Coloſſ. iii. 8, 10, 12. 
And grieve not the Holy Spirit (i) of God, whereby ye are ſealed 


unto the Day of Redemption. | / 

' Coloffians.] In whom alſo ye are circumcis'd with the Circumciſion 

Pai without hands; in putting off (k) the Body of the Sins of the G 
leſh, by the Circumciſion of Chriſt. Buried with him in Bopoiſm ; 


wherein alſo you are riſex with him, &c. 

Titus.) Not by Works of Righteouſneſs which we have done, 
but according to his Mercy he ſav'd us, by the waſhing of Regeners- 
tion. and renewing of the Hely Gheſt. (I). | | 
Hiebr ] Fe are become ſuch as have need of Milk,(w)and not of ffrong 

Meat : for every one that uſeth Milt is unskilful in the Word of 
Righteouſneſs, for he is an Iafant. But ſtrong Meat belongeth to 


them that are of full Age, even thoſe who by reaſon of uſe have 


— —— — —ſ ' — 7 
() U Cor. XV. 29. (% L. VI. . zo. (e) 2 Cor. I 21, 
ab (a) Gel.-III. -7. (e) Eph. I. 33, 14. (J] Fr. 18. 
2) IV 4.5.6. IV. 22, 23, 24. i) Vir. zo. ; 
6 Goleſ. II. 11, 13. (J Tit, III. 3. () heb. V. 12, 25 Go 
n „ 5 1 „ © \ | ENT | 
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ir Senſes exerciſed to diſcern both Good and Evil, (s) There · 
ore leaving the word of the beginning of Chriſt, let us go on to 
rfe&ion ; not laying again the foundation of Repentence from dead 
orks, and of Faith towards God, of the Doctrine of Beptiſms, [of 
Immerſion;,] and of laying of on Hands, and of the Reſurre#jen of the 
Dead, and of eternal Judgment — It is impoſſible for thoſe who have 
been once illuminated, and have taffed of the heavenly Gift, and were 
made Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have taſted the good Word of 
God, and the Powers of the World to come, &c. | 
N. B. Whether this Language of (v) Milk belonging to Infants, oF- 
feeding with Milk, of rafting of the 2 Gift, of taſting the good 
Word of God, of rafting that the Lord is gracious, and of che 
Fincere Milk of the Word, in Paal and Peter, (e] and of Milk and Honey 
in Barnabas below ; refers to any original Cuſtom of giving the 
newly-baptized Milk, or Milk and Honey, as ſome ſuppoſe, I very 
much doubt: ſince all theſe Expreſſions may perhaps be Alluſions 
to Milk, or Milk and honey, the earlieſt carthly Food of all Children, 
as Catechetick Inſtruction before Bapriſm is the earlieſt ſpiritual 
Food of Chriſtian Children or Catechumens ; tho indeed ſome of the(s 
Paſſages may belong to the taſting the Bread and Cup in the Eucha- 
riſt after Baptiſm. Nor do I know of any direct early Authority for 
the former Cuſtom, in all Antiquity ; excepting Tertulli en for the 
ſt or Africa. For as to the Marcionite Practice which he menti- 
$ as earlier, the thing is more to be ſuſpected on that account: 
_ when Clement of Alexandria, on the faireſt Opportunity, 
ſays nothing at ell of it. (a) | 
N. B. It is alſo here to be much obſerv'd, that all the Heads or 
Articles of Catechetick Inflru#ion mention'd by Paul in this place, are 
in the Catechetick Inſtrufions, and Form of Baptiſm in the Conflituti= 
ens; and that in particular, Paul plainly ſpeaks of thoſe Bopriſzps or 
4 ſme in the plural number, as alſo of that laying on of Hands 
which are ſo evident in the Conſticution Account of Baptiſm, and 
of which otherwife no fair Senſe can be given. | FY 8 
Having our (e) Heart ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience,and our Redſgy 
waſhed with pure Water. | 
Call to remembrange the former days in which after ye were illa- 
minated, [f) ye endur'd à great Fight of Afflictions. | 
1 Peter. As new-bory Infants, (g) deſire the ſincere Milk of the Word, 
that ye may grow thereby. 
The like Antitype whereunto even Baptiſm doth alſo now ſave us, 
(not the putting away the Filth of the Fleſb, but the +nſwer of a good 
Conſcience towards God) by the Reſurrect ion of Jeſus Chriſt (H). 
ok 1 have an Un#ion (i)] from the Holy One, and ye know 
i r ngs. * e . 2 + 


— 6 : — — — 
7 Heb. vi. 1, 2, 4. . () 1 Cor. iii. 2. (e) 1 Per ii. 2, 3. 


Padag. L. 1. p. 98, &c. (e) Hb, x. 22, 23. * 
1 Per. tha, (6) iii. 21. (5) 17er ii. 25. Ae 
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8 Paimitive Infant. Baptiſm Revin'd. 


But the Aneinting (e) which ye have received of him abiderh in 


you'; and ye need not that any Man teach you: but as the ſame 
Anointing texcherh you all things, and is Truth, and is no Lye ; and 
even as it hath taught you ye fhall abide in him. | 1 
Jud] Hating even the Gr ſported (b) by the Fleſh. = 
Apocalypſe.) Iwill give him a white Stone, (c)and in the Stone a new 
Name written, which no Man knoweth, ſaving he that receiveth it. 
t 5 
Thou haſt a few Names even in Serdit (d) which bave not d:f1:4 
their Sarment:; and they ſhall walk with me in white, for they are 
worthy. He that overcometh, the ſame ſhalf be clothed in white 
Raiment ; ind I will not blot gut his Name out of the Book of Life, 


See as to this white Garment alſo Ver.[18, Chap iv. 4. vi. 11. vii. 9. 
13. Xv. 6. xix. 14. and as to this Book of Life, Heb, xii. 23. Apoc, - 


* - 


Xiii. 8. xvit. 8. Xx. 15. xi. 27. xx11. 19. | 

I faw another Angel z ſcending from the E2#, (e) having the Set 
of the living Gad, and he ctyed with a loud Voice to the four An. 
Is. to whom it was given to hurt the Earth, and the Sea, ſaying, 
utt not the Earth, neither the Sea, nor the Trees, till we' have 
ſeuled the Servants of our God in their Foreheads, &c. b 


\ 
| 


| 
/ 


Dat only thoſe Men which have not the Seal (f) of God in their 


Forebeads . 

And T looked, and lo. a Lamb ſtood on the Mount Sien, (g) and 

with him 144006, having his Nam and h!s] Father's Name written in 

heir Forebeatts, See xiti. 16. xiv. 9. xvii. 5. xx. 4. e A 
leſſed is he that wateheth and kecperh his Garments, (Y) leſt he 

walk naked, and they ſee his ſhame. 

5 Ang they ſhall ſee his Face, and his (i) Name ſhall be in their Fore- 

be mw | f | l 


Barnabas. What does the Scripture ſay? Into 4 good Lond flowing with 
Milk and Honey(k).Blefſed be our Lord, who has put in us the Wiſdom 
"and Underſtanding of his hidden Myſteries. When he renewed 
us by the Remiſſion of our Sins, he made us into another form, to 
Have a Soul like a Child, as if he had new. made us Again, I 
will ſhew thee how in the Jaſt days he has made a ſecond Formation 
for us. The Lord ſays, Behold I will make the laff as the f. On 
this account therefore did the Prophet preach, Enter ye into the Land 


flowing with Milk and Honey, and have dominion over it. Behold there- 


fore we are made ancw, O's. ——o Tis therefore we whom he hath 
brovghr into the good Land. But whit then is the Milk and Ho- 
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£ (a) Joby ii. 25, (b) Jud. v. 23. (c) PER ii. 17: (4) 
ili. 4, 5. (e) vil. 2, 3. (J) ix. 4. (% uv, 1, (U xvi. 
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ney ? | Becauſe a lil Chiles iu pteſetv d alive fjeſt wich Milt, and 
then with Honey. So alſo we being preferv'd alive by Faith in the 
* and by the Word, ſhall live, and have dominion over the 


re | ' 
-- Obſerve how he determines about the Water (a) and the Croſ to- 
er. For this does he ſay; Bleſſed are they that have hoped im 
the Croſ7, and hive deſcended into tha ; becauſe, ſays he, of 
his Reward in its ſeaſon ; then, fays he, wilt I give ir. *1.4 
We go down into the Ware ) full of Sins and Pollutions, but 
come ub again bringing forth fruit in our Hearts, and having the Fer 
and Hope which is in Jefus in our Spirit. oy, 
Hermar. as d her, Pray Miſtrefs, why is the Tower built ths 
IWavers (e) {She reply'd,] << Hearken to the rexfon why the Tower 
r Waters: Becauſe your Life is fav'd, and ſhall be 
G Water. 202 $ 
Thoſe others again who falling by the Waters, (d) but were not 
ible to roll themſelves into che Waters, who ate they ? | She 21 
Suck as have heard the Word, and were willing to de baptia d in 
Name of the Lord; but when they conſider d what Holineſs the 
Truth requir d, they have drawn back, and willed again, accord - 
ing to their own wicked Lufts. | | 
I havs heard from ſome Teachers, (e) that there is no other Repen- 
tance but chat when we 4:ſcend into the Ware; and receive the Re- 
miſſlon of our Sins, . 8 
- He alſo. ſeat thoſe Men into the Tower, (f) in whoſe Rods he 
fouad the Branches greet, even without Fruit; giving them the 
Seat: For they had the ſame Garment, I mean white ar Snow; wheres 
with he order d them to go into the Tower. The like method did 
he take with thoſe that reſtor d their Rods green, as they had 16. 
. — giving them a white Garmens : and ſo he ſent them in» 
to the Tower. 1 94 272 | L 1 
Thit upon hearing and believing theſe things, (g) thoſe that have 
not kepr the Seal which they retcived entire; but have broken i 
Sta which they received, may acknowledge their Deeds, and re 
— and may receive the Seal from thee, and give honour to th 
N This place ſeems to intimate that tho Bapriſm in general 
may never be raureratex ; yet that the laſt part of it, the Sea! of che 
cnt, with its Impofition of Hends, may be repeated once, upon 4 
ſolema Ropentance : ind this I take to be exactly agreeable to the 
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(a) Bargab. SeF. 11. (6) Ibid. (% Hermas. if ili, Sed. 1 
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moſt primitive Practice; which admitted Penitents in this manner 
without any proper Re-baprizati 


1 


Twelve Virgins clothed: in Linen Garments, (a) and twelve Wo. 
men in black Garments, 
It was neceſſary for them to come up by Water, (v) that they 
might be at reſt ; for they could not otherwiſe enter into the King - 
dom of God, than by putting off the Mortality of their former 
Life. They therefore after they were dead were ſealed with the 
Seal of the Son of God, and entred into the Kingdom of God. For 
before a Man receives the Name of the Son of God, he is ordain'd 
to Death; but when he receives that Seal he is freed from Death, 
and conſign'd over to Life, . For that Seal is Water, into which 
Men deſcend devoted to Death, but aſcend conſign'd over 
to Life. That Seal therefore is preach'd even to them, and they 
have made uſe of it, that they might enter into the Kingdom of 
Cod. And I ſaid, Why then, Sir, did thoſe 40 Stones aſcend toge- 
ther with chem out of the deep, when they already had that Seal ? 
And he ſaid, Becauſe Theſe Apoſtles and Teachers who. have 
preached the Name of the. Son of God, when they were dead in 
offeſſion of his Faith and Pawer, preached to thoſe that were dead 
efore, [ſee 1 Pet iii. 19. iv. 6.] and gave them that Seal: They 
therefore deſcended into the Water with them, and — again. 
But theſe deſcended alive, and aſcended again alive: but thoſe thar 
were d-ad before deſcended indeed dead, but aſcended alive. By theſe 
therefore did they receive:Life, and knew the Son of God. There. 
fore did they aſcend with them, and agreed with them in the build». 
ing of the Tower, and were put into the Building entire, without 
parts cut off, becauſe they died full of Equity, and in the grea · 
Purity: only this Seal was wanting to them. TY 
. B. Here is a plain! Alluſion to the Name of Chriſt, as 'accom- 
panying the Seal of the Croſs on the Forehead in Baptiſm * which 
{gems to refer to that Croſs made on the Forehead with the -Chriſm, 
ſacred Ointment, as denoting Chrif the Anointed and Crucify'd, 
— whom we haye all the new Name of Chriſtians given to us at our 
Baptiſm. which thing is frequently alluded to elſewhere in the 
New Teſtament, and the other original Writers of our Religion, as 
we have already ſeen, and ſhall hereafter ſee in this Collection. And 
by, the Ways ſince this New Name is plainly that of Chriftian the 
Anointed, from Chrift the Anointed, — this Name was firſt given at 
077 about 4 D. 43.1 think it not improbable that there and then 
this ſolemn Method of compleat Baptiſm, by this ſealing with Oynt- 
ment, was firſt eſtabliſhed in the Church. See 1gnar. ad Eph. Sec. 17, 
ad Magneſ. Set. 8. ad Antioch, Pref. & Set. 6. See allo Exel · ix. 4. 
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_ 1 Becauſe,faid-he,(#) all the Nations that are under the Heaven have 
heard and believ'd in the one Name of the Son of God, and have been 
call'd by him. When therefore they received his Seal, they all re- 
ceived the ſame Prudence, and the fame Wiſdom, and there was one 
common Faith and Charity among them; and they bear the Spirits 
of theſe Virgins, together with his Nee. 2 

As to the twelfth Mountain, which was white, (5) this denotes 
thoſe that have believ'd-as fcere Infautt, into. whoſe thoughts Wic- 
kedneſs never enter d, nor have they known what Wickedneſs. is, 
but have always continu'd in Sincerity. .———lWhoſocever therefoi 
ſaid he, have continu'd like Infants, that have no Wickedneſs, are 
had in greater honour than all thoſe I have ſpoken of: for all Infants 
are had. in honour with the Lord, and eſteemed the firſt, Happy 
therefore are you, whoſoever have removed Wickedneſs from you, 
and have put ew Innocence, becauſe you ſhall ſee God firſt. rf 

As for the reſt (c) who continu d ſtill round, and were not found 
fic for this Building, becauſe they had not received the Seal, they 
were laid in their former place. I who am the Ambaſſador of 
Re pentance 7 eſteem all of you happy who are innocent, like in- 
fants, becauſe your part is good, and had in honour with God, 
And I ſay to all you who have received this Seal, Follow Since- 
rity, and be not mindful of Injuries, &c. ws 

Now if even ſuch (4) righteous Perſons cannot by their own 
Righteouſneſs deliver their Children, with what aſſurance therefore 
Mall we enter into the Royal Palace of God, unleſs we keep our Bap» 
tiſm pure and undefiled? _ 

For of thoſe who have not kept their Seal (e) he ſays, Their Worw 
2 77 2 ner ſball their Fire be quench d, and they ſbal be for a ſpeffacle 

or all fleſh. 
. . This then is what he ſays, () Keep your Fleſh pure, and your 
Sesl undefiled, that you may receive Eternal Life. 

Conftitution;. Beloved, be it known to you, that thoſe who are(g)bop- 
tixed unto the Death of the Lord Jeſus,are oblig d to go on no longer 
in Sin, For as thoſe who are dead cannot work Wickedneſs any lon» 
ger, ſo thoſe who are dead with Chriſt cannot practiſe Wickednels.We 
cannot therefore believe,Brethren, that any one who has receiy'd the 
woſbing of Life, will venture to act the open Wickedneſſes of T.ranſs 
greſſors. . Now he who ſins after his Baptiſm, unleſs he repeat and 
forſake his Sins, ſhall be condemn'd to Hell-fice. reel 

N B. This Conſtitution or Do&rine agrees exactly with that of 
(4) Hermes and the Antients, that there is but one Repent ance allow d 
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(8) Seck. 17. (b) Set. 29, (c) SF. 31. (4) Clem. 
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afrer Bape . Nor that Sins df Frailty aad Infiremcy'thell-giot © 
ner be forgiven; but chat an Habit or Courſe of Sin, of Ap = 
or Idohitry, or of any other notorious Vice once forſaketi ar-Bap« 
eiſm, ſhall have but one return to it, or courſe of it forgiven! after. 

wards; nt leaſt in the Diſeipline of the Charch# n 
The Biſhop next after God is your Fecher, who has () begotten you 

#gain-to the Adoption of Sens, dy witer and the Spirit. | 

Let the Pregbyters be:eſteem'd by you to repreſent us the Apo. 
Mes, and let them be the Teachers of Divine Knowledge; ſmee our 
Lord, when he ſent us, frid, (d, Go yr 41tenib'uV Nations, bapyizing 
them unto the — rhe _—_ and e be —— — Cloſe 
Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſot v hee commanded. you. 
Let the vew rest, (c younger Perſons, fit by thenifelves, if dnte'he 
@ Place for them; if not, let them land upright — for the W, 
little Children, which fland, let their Fathers and Mothers tike them 

to them After this let all riſe p with one Conſent, and Ei 
towards the Eaſt, after the Catechumens and Penitents 2#re gone us 
Pray to God Eoftwayd, who aſcended y to the Heaven of — fo 
7he Eft, remembring alſo the antient Situation of Paradiſe in the 
Eft. f nen „asd Ne 


1. . 4 210" N 

Againſt (a) Womens, and Lay-Perſons, and the inferior Clergy's 
_ Baptizing. e ESTI & 
Wie ſtand in need of a Woman, a Deaconefs, for many occaſions ; 
und firſt, in the (e) Humination of Women, the Deacon ſhall anoinr 
their Forehead with the holy Oil, and after him the Desconeſs thall 
ancint them In the laying on of Hardt, the Biſhop ſball int 
Ger Herd, as the Prieſts and Kings were formerly anointed ; not be- 
ceufe Shofe which are now baptized are ordained" Priefts, but as be- 
ing Chriſtians [or Anointed, ] from Chrift [the Anointed, ] 8 
N. B. We may here note, that the whole Solemnity of Initiation 
is ſeveral times expreſs'd-by ſome one of its Parts, according to the 
Facredd Language elſ-where on ſuch occaſions. Thus Baprifm,.or the 
Immerſion; into the Water, has been the moft ordinary Name for this 
Ordinance in all Ages. Thus I#«mination is another, us'd here and 
elfewhere pretty frequently, as is the Phraſe of the newly INuminated 
For the-newly Initiated or Baptiz'd, Thus alſo the Seal, or Læying on 
'of Hand,, is often us'd for the ſame Solemnity ; and other ſuch ways 

| ing are not uncommon in this Caſe : like as the entire So- 
Jemnity of the Euchariſt is ſtil'd breaking of Bread, or the Sacrifice, or 
*he'arinking the Cup, &c. All which Expreſſions are to be exactly 
taken notice of, Teſt we miſunderſtand the Sacred and moſt Primi- 
tive Writers of our Religion upon thoſe occaſions, 


©" (6) Neg. L. l. C. 26. ( e (0 c. 7. (%) L. fl. 
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Thou cherefate, O Bi 


Biſhop, according to that Type, ſhale () aint 
the ead of thoſe that are to be baptized, whether they be Mesar 

omen, with the holy Oil, for a Type of the ſpiritusl. Baptiſm. 
fter that, cither thou, O Biſhop, or a Presbyter that is under bee, 

in the ſolemn Form, name over th the Farber, the Sen, Sud 
the Holy Spirit, and {halt dip them in the Water ; and let a Deacon 
receive t an, and a Deaconeſs the Woman ; that ſo the Collatioa 
of this inviolable Sea! may be done with a becoming Decency. Ang 
after that let the Biſhop Ae, thoſe that are baptiz d with Qize« 


This Roptiſm therefore is given into the (5) Death of Jeſus ; che 
Water is inſtead of the Barial; and the Oil inſtead of the Holy Ghoſt; 
the Seal inſtead of the Creſs; the Ointment is the Confirmation of the 
Confeſſion ; the 1 L.. 9 — — Sender; 
e joint mention of the Holy Ghoft, as, Witxeſs:;, the Deſcent in- 
20 the Water, the dying together with Chriſt; the Aſcent out of the 
Water, the riſug again with him. N : 
But let him that is to be br A be free from (c) all Iniquity,and 
one that has 1-fr off to work Sin, the Friend of God, — — of 
the Devil, the Heir of God the Father, the Fellow-Heir of his $ 
one har $ 88 er pon =_ _ Demons, and Satan's —— 
it, pure, holy, beloved o ＋ no » Praying as a 
ro his Father: (wich the Lord's Prayer... W | | 
By confeſſing a good Confeſſion, we not only (d) ſave our ſelves, 
but we confirm thoſe who are newly I/uwinated, and ſtrengthen. the 
Faith of the Cat echumens — Nay, tho' he be but a Catechumen, lat 
him depart without trouble; for his ſuffering for Chriſt will be to 
im a more genuine Baptiſm, becauſe he does really die with Chrift, 
t the reſt only in s Type. | | 
N. B. Here we ſee what ſort of neceſſity the Apoſtles ſuppoſe as to 
| Boptiſen, viz. not an abſolute one, but where it can be had regularly, 
And according to the nature of the Ordinance ; the Catechuwens theme 
ſelves being not to be afflicted for its want, where their Circumſtan- 
ces hinder'd them from partaking of it in the appointed manner: 
Juſt as we ſhall ſee preſently, that when the greateſt neceſſuy of it is 
aſſerted, yet are thoſe only condemn'd who rid it, and that a 
xglapervnoros, oat of Contempt alſo. So very different are the equi- 
table Rules and Doctrines of Chriſt and his Apoſtles themſelves, 
from the harſh Interpretations of the ſame that came in afterwards. 
We receiv'd a Command from him to (e) preach the Goſpel to all 
the World, and to teach all Nations, and to baprize them unto his 
Death; by the Authority of the God of the Univerſe, who is his Fa- 
ther; and by the Teſtimony of the Spirit, who is the Comforter. 
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Reading, when you fir up all night, (s) the Law, the Prophets to? 
and ihe Pſalms, until Cock-crowing, and baprizing your Catechu. 
Mens, &c. | 54 Bp | lor wie or oh 
- Againſt the (v Baptiſm of the Hereticks, and againſt the Reiterati 
Baptiſm. ¶ Then it follows, ] He that our 1 Coven will not 4 
| baytiz'd, ſhall be condemn'd as an Uzbeliever, and ſhall be reproach'd 
as ungrateful and fooliſh. For the Lord ſays, Except a Men be bap- 
ria d of Water, and of the Spirit, he ſhall by no means enter into the King- 
dem of Heaven. And again, He that belirueth, and u baptix d, ſball be 
ſoved ; but he that believerh net, ſhall be damned. But he that ſays, 
when I am dying I will be beprized; leſt F ſhould ſin, and defile my 
Baptiſm, the ſame is ignorant of God, and forgetful of his qu na- 
ture: For, Do not thou delay to turn unto the Lord, for thou knoweft not 
what the next day will bring forth. Do you alſo beptize 7x vime , 
your Infants, and bring them up in the Nurture and Admonition of God ; 
for, ſays he, Suffer, d mud)a, the little Children te come unto me, and 
forbid them not. 2 e 4; o 
N. B. Infants, vim, in the New-Teſtament Language, do oh] 
mean thoſe that are not grown up to be Men, thoſe that are young a 
imperfect in Age and Knowledge, tho' capable of Inſtruction and Ca- 
techiſing; nay this word ſeems to denote peculiarly thoſe in the Sta 
of learning the Elements of Chriſtianity, but not yet compleat ae 
to have the more abſtruſe Points communicated ro them; as appears 
by all the Places where it is us d, Mat. xi. 25. xxi. 16. Lyke x. 21, 
Rom. ii. 20. 1 Cor. iii. 1. xiii. 11, xiv. 20. GAL iv. 1, 2, 3. Eph. iu. 
14. Heb. v. 13, 14. nor is it otherwiſe apply 'd in any of the moſt 
Ancient Chriſtian Authors that I know of. And 'tis to be noted, 
that vime and mud)z, the Infants and the little Children, are here all 
one; and that this Command for baptizing them, is in Oppoſition to 
the deferring their Baptiſm till the Age of Manhood, or the Day of 
Death; as the Coherence ſhews ; and not to warrant the Bapriſm of 
the uncatechix d or uninſtructted: for which, I think, there is not the 
leaſt Authoricy in the T wo Firſt Centuries of the Goſpel. rs 
He has ſeveral ways chang'd Baptiſm, (e) the Sacrifice, the Prieſt. 
hood, and the Divine Service, which was confin'd to one place: 
For inſtead of daily Baptiſm, he has given only one, which is that 
- into his Death, &c | | we 
N. B. That the Chriſtian Method of Initiation by Baptiſm appears 
hence to bear an Allsſion to the daily Waſhing: or Baptiſms among 
the Jews, and not either to Cir cumciſion, or the ſuppos'd Baptiſm of 
Proſelytes with them; whence yet the Moderns, without all original 
Authority, have been forc'd to derive it. Nor if it had born an 
Alluſion to them, could any Arguments be thence of great force as 
to the Manner and Circumſtances thereof among. Chriſtians; ſince 
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the Alterations that Chriſt made in ſuch things here noted, does 
plainly ſuperſede ſuch uncertain Reaſpnings. wg ty, eater amet 

Now concerning Bepr:ſm (a), O Biſhcp, or Presbyter, we have 
already given Direction, and we now ſay, that thou ſhalt ſo beptize 
as the Lord commanded us, ſaying, Go ye, and teach all Nations, bap- 
tizing them unto the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the fe- 
ly Ghoſt ; teaching them to obſerve al things whatſorver I have commanded , 
you, Of the Father, who ſent; of Chriſt, who come ; of the Com- 
forter, who teſtißʒ d. But thou ſhalt beforehand e the Perſon 
with the Hely Oil, and afterward beptize him with the Water ; and in 
the Concluſion, ſhalt ſes! him with the Ointment: That the anointing 
ich Oil may be the Participation of the Holy Spirit, and the Water 
e Symbol of the Death of Chrift, and the Ointment the Seal of the 
Covenants, But if there be neither Oi nor Ointment, Water is ſuffici- 
ent, both for the Anointing, and for the Seal, and for the Confeſſion of 
him that is dying together [with Chriſt.] But before Baptiſm let 
him that is to be bopriz'd faſt, G - | 

N. B. That Conſtitution that Beptiſm by Water alone, without 
the REY with Oil and Ointment, where that Oil and Ointment are 
not to be had is ſufficient, gives us a fair Account how the AA, of the 
Apoſtle: ſhould never ſpeak of the Uſe of that Oil and Ointment in all 
its Hiſtories of Perſons baptized ; while yet the Epiſtles, and other 
Writings of the Apoſtles, do ſo frequently allude to, and ſuppoſe 
the Uſe of them, wiz. becauſe the former Accounts are all in ſuch 
Circumſtances of the firſt Converſion of Perſons and Families, be- 
fore their Settlement in regular Churches, that Conſecrated Oil and 
Ointment could not be provided; while the latter belong'd to ſettled 
Churches, which always bad thoſe. thiags ready for all Occaſions. 
Accordingly we ſee in Jamer, the Biſhop of Jeruſalem, which had 
been long a ſettled Church, that ſuch Oi! was there provided, and 
wg even in the Caſe of Sickneſs alſo. Jem v. 14. | | 
Leet no one eat of theſe things that is not initiated ; but thoſe on- 
ly who have been baptiz'd (5) unto the Death of the Lord. But if any 
one that is not initiated conceal himſelf, and partake of the ſame, 
he eats eternal Damnation becauſe being not of the Faith of Chriſt, . 
he has partaken of ſuch things as it is not lawful for him to partake 
of, to his own Puniſhment. But if any one is a Partaker thro' Iguo- 
rance, inſtruct him quickly, and initiate him, that he may not go 
our, and deſpiſe you. 

The Inſtrudions for the Catechumens (c), and for the 1Iaminated, 
with the entire Form of Initiation, or of the Renuaciations and 
Confeſſions of Faith, of the Anointing with Oil, of the Bapriſms or 
Immerſions, and the Seal, or Anoint ing with Ointment , and the ſeveral 
Prayers belonging to them at large: Wherein Mention is ſtill made 
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of caterhizing before Baptiſm, of the Loying on of Hend: , of the illu- 
| minating the Eyes of the Heart, of / mance, and Amemiment 
Life, and of Faith, as previous to Bein; nd of being number 
in the Book of the Living: Wherein the Original Command for Bar- 
ziſm is thus delivered: * For even out Lord did in this Manner ex- 
hort us, ſaying, Firſt, Teath a Nations; ; and then he adds this 
* And Baptize them unto the Name of the Father, and of tht Son, and 
* the Holy Ghoſt. Wherein Mention is made of the Reſurre#ion of t 
Flefb, of the Kingiom of Heaven, and of the Life of the World to rome 
and of baptizing , in the Name of the Father, and of the Sen, and 
the Holy Ghoſt ; and it is affirm'd , that © unlefs bme ſuch Recital be 
* thade. by a pious Prieft, the Perſon bapriz'd does only deſcend into 
- © the. Water, as do the Je-; and he only puts off the Filth of the Boe 
* 'ay not the Filth of the Seu; and the newly baptiz'd Perſon is en- 
join'd to ptay toward the Eaft , and that ending upright alſo , as was 
before directed in general, in the Second Book. 
The Prayers for the Catechumens (a); Wherein Prayer is made in 
particular for 17umination, and Mention made of the Garment of Ine 
corruption. _ 5 NY 
The Prayers for the 1Uuminared (4); Wherein Mention is made of 
their being to be ſealed to God, or dedicated to God thro' Chriſt by 
the Seal. ts 4 
L et us pray for our Brethren newly (e) iluminated, that the Lord 
may ſtrengthen and confirm them. (The ſame again, c. 13.) 
let us be mindful, 5 »1-@v, of the Infants of the Church, 
that the Lord may perfect them in his Fear, and bring them to a 
compleat Age. | 
Let Ta wude, (a) the Little Children, ſtand at the Reading-Desk; 
and let another Deacon ſtand by them, that they may not be diſor- 
—_-- - | | 
"Then let, mw 71d), (e) the little Childaen, partake ¶ of the Come 
munion] : 
| "xml - vm, ( f ) the Infants, to compleat Age. Confirm the 
newly admitted, and inſtruct the Catechumens, and render them worthy - 
of Admiſhon. 
NB. They ſeem to be ſtil'd Infants before, Little Children after 
Bapriſm. | Ee. 
Je whb is to be catechiz'd (g), let him be cotechiz'd Three Years ; 
but if any one be diligent, and has a good Will to his Buſineſs, let 
him be admitted: For 'tis not the Length of Time, but the Courſe 
of Life that is 8 If any Catechetick Inſtructien be held, 
let the faithful Perſon prefer the Word of Piety before his Work. 
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If any Biſhop or Presbyter does not () beptize according to 
the Lord's Conftitution, ante che Father, the Sow, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
but unto Three Beings without Beginning, or unto Three Sons, or 
Three Comforters, let him be depriv'd. 
If any Biſhop or Presbyter does not perform the (v) Three Immer- 
of the one Admiſſion, but Ove Immerſion, which is given into 
the Death of Chriſt, let him be depriv'd. For the Lord did not ſay, 
Baptize unto my Death, but, Go ye and teach all Nations, baptizing them 
unte the Name of the Father, and of the. Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Do you therefore, O Biſhops, baptize thrice into one Feather, and 
Son, and Holy Gbeſt, according to the Wil of Cbriſt, and our Conftitu- 
tion by the Spirit, | | 
 lgwatins. ] That (e) believing in his Death, ye may by Baptiſm 
be made Partakers of his Reſurrection. | 

Without the Biſhop: it is not lawtul to (4) beptize. 

Let your (e) Baptiſm remain as your Arms. | 

Do nothing. without che Biſhops, for they are Prieſts; but thou 
the Miniſter of the Prieſts. They (f) baptize, offer the Sacrifice, 
ordain, and lay on Hands; but thou miniſtreſt to them. f 

Recognitions. ] May the Lord grant that you may be equal to us 
in all things; that you may be firſt (g) b pri d, and afterwards ad- 
mitted to the ſame | common] Table with us. 

Leſt perhaps they ſhould imagine, (h) that when Sacrifices ceag'd, 
no Remiſſion of Sins we uld be granted them, he appointed them 
Baptiſm by Water, &c See 5. 54, 55. 1 

Of the (7) anointing of Chriſt, and of the Kings, Prieſts, and 
Prophets of old. | 

Then Matthew plainly ſhew'd , (&) that if any one does not par- 
take of Jeſw's Baptiſm, he will not only be depriv'd of the Kingdom 

Heaven, but will not be out of Danger at the ReſurreRion of the 

ad, altho he ſhould be recommended by the Advantage of a good 
Life, and of an honeſt Mind. | 
I alſo ſhewed them (/) that they could no other way be ſav'd; but 
by haſtening to that ſolemn Form of Bepriſm unto the Trinity, which 
was beſtow'd by the Grace of the Holy Spirit; and by receiving the 
_ Exchariſt of Chriſt the Lord. 

He added one Particular farther, (m) That except any one ſhall 
be baptiz'd with Water unto the Name of the Trinity, agreeably to 
What the true Prophet taught, he can neither receive the Remiſſion of 
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(a) Can. xlix. (% Can. l. e) Ignat" ad Trall. Sect. 2. 
(4) Ad Smyrn. Sect. 8. (e) Ad Polycarp. Sei. 6. (f) A His 
ron. Se. 3. (g) Recog. J. i. Seff. 19. (5) Set. 39. 
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his Sins, nor enter into the Kingdom of Heaven : And he aſſur'd them 
that this was the Decree of the Unbegotten God. 

N. B. By theſe and many other Paſſages of the New Teſtament , 
and of Primitive Antiquity, it appears, that Baptiſm and the Eucha- 
riſt were ever eſteem'd belonging to the ſame Lubeck , and really 
and equally neceſſary to Salvation ; but this only in the Caſe of a ſui- 
table Age and Inſtruction, and on the Suppoſition of Repentance 
and Faith; and *tis a groſs Perverſion of this Chriſtian Doctrine to 
produce it either for the I. e, or Communion of Infants, in our 
modern Senſe of that Word: Nor can any one that reje&Qs the Com- 
wenion of ſuch Infants, with any tolerable Pretence urge it for their 

tim 1 4 
Therefore does the Idolater ſtand in need of the Purification of 
Beptiſm (a); that that Unclean Spirit may go out from him, which 
has taken Poſſeſſion of the inward Affections of his Soul. 74 

Be not therefore any of you fad (6) while he is ſeparated from 
eating with us; for every one ought to obſerve a certain time, tho 
no longer than himſelf pleaſes, For he that deſires to be baptiz d 
quickly, is ſequeſtred but a little; but he that puts it off longer, a 
greater time, Oc. See lib. vii. Sec. 29, 30, 33, 34, 35» 36, 37, 38. 

N. B. That the Faithful or Baptiz'd Chriſtians were not to let the 
Catechumens or Unbaptiz'd join with them in ſolemn Prayers peculiar 
ro the Faithful, is evident in the Conſtitutions, and elſewhere ; but 
that they were not to allow them to join in their ſhore Prayers or 
. (Graces at Meals, nor by conſequence at thoſe Meals, does not, I 

think, otherwiſe appear but from theſe Recognitions; where yet it 
as very frequently aſſerted. | | 

Now when he had given theſe and ſuch like Precepts, he openly 
declar d to the People, and ſaid, (c) Since I have reſolv'd to ſtay 
Three Months with you, if any one of you be deſirous of it, let him 
be baptix d, that when he is cleans'd of his former Evils, he may 
thencefoward become, by his own Actions, the Heir of the Heaven- 
ly Felicity, as a Reward of his Goodneſs. Let any one therefore 
chat pleaſes come to Zacheus, and give in his Name to him, and let 
him hear from him the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven. Let 
him alſo obſerve frequent Faſt, and try himſelf in all things, that 
when theſe Three Months are compleated, he may be baptiz'd on the 
— + Now every one of you muſt be baptiz'd in overflowing 

aters, having the Bleſſed Trinity nam'd over him, after he has been 
firſt anointed with Oil ſanctify'd by Prayer, that ſo when he has been 
conſecrated thereby, he may be a Partaker of the Holy Things. 
See Set 72. lib. x. Sect. 71, 72. 
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N. B. From hence, and from other Paſſages in theſsRecognitions 
it ſeems very probable that the Adult, who were converted to Chris 
ſtianity in their riper Years, were only to continue Three Monthe 28 
Catechument, and IUaminates before Baptiſm; and that here, as well 


as in the (a) Three Years for the Children , Diligence, and Zeal, and 
Capacity, and a oy om Life were allow'd very much to ſhorten 


that time alſo, as Circumſtances ſhould require. Nor does it ſeem 
probable that theſe were baptiz'd only at Zafer, as was the Caſe of 
the Children; but ſome other Feftival-day was rather choſen for that 

purpoſe, and it was probably done with as many as might be | 
ther, for the greater Solemnity of the Ordinance. But then what 

is the Meaning or Reaſon oi Bepriſm here and elſewhere as perform'd 

in Rivers, or Springs, or pure, or everflewing,or running Waters, I do not 

well know: Tho indeed it commonly was ſo in the New Teſtament 
and ſo late as Juftin Martyr, the Chriſtians ſeem not to have provi- 

* Fonts in Churches which might avoid it; as we ſhall ſee 

preſently. . | | 

The Tenth Book is of the () Nativity of Men which is accord» 
ing to the Fleſb; and of that Generation which is by Bapriſm. ; 

To invite you to the (c) Supper of the Heavenly King, which the 
Father has prepar'd at the Marriage of his Son; and that we may be- 
ſtow on you the (4) Wedding>Gorment , which is the Grace of Bap- 
tiſm; which if any one obtains as a clean Garment, where with he 
may enter into the * of the King, he ought to obſerve leſt he 
be defid in ſome meaſure with Sin, and be for that Reaſon caſt off 
as an unworthy Perſon, and a Reprobate, Now the Occaſions 
whereby that Garment may be def''d are theſe, &c. [ Theſe are 
things which (e) poZute Baptiſm even unto Death. 

A larger Diſcourſe (f) concerning the Neceſſity and Reaſons of 
Baptiſm : Wherein Mention in particular is made of Regeneration by 
Mater, of being ſealed by Baptiſm ; and that all Men, whether they 
have been righteous or unrighteous, ought not to neglect it * Which 
laſt particular, by the way, fairly implies that Bap:iſm was not then 
eſteem'd ſo wholly appropriated to the Forgiveneſs of Sins, that Men 
could gather either the Original or AQual Sins of thoſe Children, . 
which were to be baptiz'd, from ſuch their Admiſſion thereto; no 
more than one can gather the Original or Actual Sins of Chriſt from 
his receiving the Baptiſm of John ; which yet was moſt certainly a 
(z) Baptiſm of Repentance for Remiſſion of Sin to others. | 

And when he had —_ the Word of God after this manner for 
(4) three months ſucceſſively, and had converted many to the Faith, 
he at laſt order'd me to faft ; and after that Faſting he gave me Ba- 
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tiſm in running Water, fl om thoſe Fountains which adjoin to the Sea : 
and while we kept Holidays with the Brethren, and rejoic'd on ac- 
count of that Grace of Regeneration which was conferr'd upon me 
from above, Peter order'd thoſe that were appointed to go before us, 
to proceed to Autioch, and there to wait three Months more; and 
when they were gone, he conducted thoſe that had compleatly re- 
ceiv'd the Faith of the Lord to thoſe Fountains, which we told you 
above adjoin'd to the Sea, and baptiz'4 them; and breaking the Eu- 
chariſtical Bread with them, &c. © | 
N. B. From the Conſtitutions; Recognitions, Fufftin Martyr, and 
other antient Authors, it ſeems certain that the very ſame day that 
the Catechumen were baptix d, they were alſo admitted to the Lord's 
Supper: ſo that thoſe who now are for the baptizing of Infants, in the 
modern ſenſe of that word, ought alſo to be for their admiſſion to 
the Lord's Supper at the ſame tine. — 5 9 0 
And how thro' the (4) Regeneration in Woter they might extinguiſh 
by their good Works the Fire of the old Birth. ' For he firſt Birth 
comes upon us by the Fire of Concupiſcence ; and therefore is it 
by the divine Diſpenſation that a ſecond is introdyc'd by Water, 
which reſtraim the Nature of Fire ; that ſo the Mind when it is 2 
luminated by the celeſtial Spirit, may caſt off the fear of its firſt 
Birth, See Sec. 17, 12. a be 
Let every (6) Age therefore, every Sex, every Condition, make 
haſte to Repentance, &. 1 c 
Juſtin] Several Perſons among us of 60 and 5 years old of both 
Sexes, who (c) ewamrwuIny were taught, or made Diſciples from their 
| Childhood, do continue uncorrupted, [or in a ſtate of Virginity.] _ 
N B. If this teaching or diſcipling Men and Women from their Childs 
hood implies their Baptiſm alſo, as is ſomewhat probable, this is a 
noble Teſtimony of the Uſe of ſuch Childrens Baptiſm in the very 
days of the Apoſtles : for thither will theſe 60 and 70 Years reach, 
even tho' that Baptiſm be ſuppos'd ſo late as twelve Years of Age; 
conſiderably before which yet I reckon moſt Children were fully 
catechiz'd, and ſo baptiz'd in thoſe days. | 
(a) Iwill now declare to you alſo after what manner we bein 
made new by Chriſt, have dedicated our ſelves to God; leſt if 
ſhould leave out that, I might ſeem ro deal unfairly in ſome part of 
my Apology. They who are perſuaded, and do believe that thoſe 
things which are taught by us are true, and do promiſe to live ac- 
cording to them, are directed firſt to pray, and ask of God with 
Faſting the Forgiveneſs of their former Sins; and we alſo prey and 
faſt together with them: Then we bring them to ſome place where 
there is Hater; and they are regenerated by the ſame way of Regene+ 
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regenersted : for they are waſhed with Mat 

in the Name of God the Father, and Lord of all things; 4 052 , 
va; 


Primitive Infant- 


ration by which we were 


and of o 
Saviour Jeſus Chrift ; and of the Holy Spirit. For Chr it ſiys, Uy 
you be born again, ven cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven : a 
every body knows it is impoſſible for thoſe that are once bors to enter - 
Again into their Mother's Womb, It was foretold by the Prophet 1ſa;ah, 
as I aid, by what means they who would repent of their Sins 
might eſcape them, and was written in theſe Words; Waſh you, 
meke you clean, &c, — And we have been taught by the Apoſtles 
this Reaſon for this thing, becauſe we being ignorant of our firſt 
Birth, were begotten by the neceſſary Courſe of Nature, of the hu- 
mid Seed of our Parents mixing together; and have baen brought 
up in ill Cuſtoms, and Converlatiog: : That we ſhould not conti- 
nue Children of that Neceſſity and Ignorance, but of Choice and 
Knowledge ; and ſhould obtain Forgiveneſs of the Sins in which 
we have liv'd, by Vater; there is named over him that has a mind 
to be regenerated the Name of God the Father, the Lord of all things, 
Oc. And this waſhing is call'd {{umingtion, on account of the 1//g- 
mination of the Mind of thoſe that ate thus inſtructed. 

N. B. Here we may obſerve the Uſe of the ſeveral Particles be- 
Jonging to Baptiſm. The moſt ordinary one is to be baptix d ee mp 
pYojua,, unto the Name of the Father, Sen and Holy Ghoſt : another ſome. 
times us d is & Td bh,, in the Name, &c. and a third as here i 
d ron G, &c which muſt alſo be render'd in che Name, &c. Thus, 
(a) Were ye baptized cis m vv, Tlauns, unte the Name of Paul ? 
Thus, (C) baptized cis Nets, unte Chrift ; and (c) baptized cis + Mocyy, 
unto Moſes. All which Phraſes ſeem to be nearly of the ſame Im- 
port, and to mean a Conſecration or Dedication of our ſelves to God 
thro' Chriſt, or an Initiation into the Religion of Chriſt, and an Ad- 
-miſſion into that Inſtitution which is deriv'd from the Supreme God 
the Father, as the Author and Sender; from the Sen ef God, as he 
that was ſent, and ſuffered, and died, and was buried, and rofe 
again, and founded this Religion; and from the Holy Ghoft, as the 
Witneſs to Chriſt's Miſſion, our SaaQifier, and Comforter . and to 
ſubmit to pay all that Faith, Worſhip, Homage, and Obedience to 
each of t three reſpectively which this Religion teaches and 
enjoins. 

e may here alſo by the way Query whether the latter part of 
Juſtin's Reaſoning, as to the Oppoſition between our Natural Gene- 
ration and Baptiſmal Regeneration, Which he ſays was taught them by 
the Apoſtles, does not refer to the d) foregoing Paſſages in the Re- 
cognitions. For if ir do, tis plain that Juſtin looked on thoſe Books 
as in ſome fore Apoſtolical, And indeed I own that I do not re- 
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member any Apoſtolical Paſſages ſo like this in Jufin, Is thoſe in 
the Recognitions before uuns pk SH ela 
"Y 15 It is not lawful for any to partake of the Euchariſt, but 
ſuch af Believe the things we reach, and have receiv'd that vaſbung 
which is for the Remiſſn of their Sin- and Regeniration. b 
Ni. B. Here we have a ſtrong Teſtimony againſt the Cmmunicati 
Infant, in our modern ſenſe' of the word; (and by conſequenc 
-Sgainſt their Boptiſos, which went Juſt before it; ſince we are here 
aſſur'd by Juſtin that tis not lawful to give the Communion to any 
but choſ. that have actually believ'd, as well as been bepriz'd ingo . 
Chriſt's Religion. ae 2 0 
By the (5) waſhing of Repentance, and of the Knowledge of God. 
(e) Chriſt is become the Head of another People, who are rege- 
nerated by him by Watrer, Faith, and theCroſs, &c. 
* Irenew.| (4) Therefore, as he was a Maſter, he had alſo the Age of 
a Maſter; not diſdaining, nor going in a way above human Nature, 
nor breaking in his own Perſon the Law which he had ſer for Man- 
kind; but fanctifying my ſeveral Age by the likeneſs that it has 
to him ; For he came to ſave all Perſons by himſelf ; all, I mean, 
who by him are regenerated unto God: Infants, and Little Ones, and 
"Children, and Youths, and Elder Perſons. refore he went thro” 
the ſeveral Ages : for Infant / being made an Infant, ſanQifying In- 
fants ; to Little Ones he was made a Little One, ſanQifying thoſe of 
that Age, and alſo giving them an example of Goodneſs, Juſtice, 
and Durifulneſs; to Nuths he was a Nuch, &c. FF 
VN. B. Irenews does ſo ſoon after this Paſſage expreſly reckon 30 
Years of Age the beginning of Deth, and 40 of elder age, and by 
conſequence muſt allow I»faxcy to reach till 10, that this Teſtimo- 
ny only ſhews that ſuch Children as he calls Infant, were then com- 
monly by ten Years old regengrated in Baptiſm which I look upon 
us ſo far from” ſtrange, when good 1＋ ny made 3 to 
(e) know the Holy Scriptures amo Cg, from a much earlier j 
that I L a great part of the Children might bong 
tiz'd by that time. And this Paſſage of Irene: will co me be ever 
moſt remarkable, becauſe it was the firſt Occaſion of my making the 
Diſcoveries contain'd in this Account I mean, as diſcours'd upon 
to this purpoſe by the Learned Mr. Gale, in his (f) Refl:&ions on 
that moſt eminent Book of Mr. Wal's'upon Infant-Baptiſm. Nor 
Is there any other Account that can pgſſibly agree with the Origi- 
nal Teſtimonies relating to this matter? and this does it, I think, 
to the greateſt Exactneſs and Satisfaction. gh 
Ho ſhall they leave the (g) Gencration of Death, if they do not 
receive the Regeneration Which is by Faith ? believing in that new 
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Generation given by God, in that wonderful unexpected manner, in 
ſign of Salvation, which was of the Virgin, by Kith, n 
That Regeneration that is by the (=) Lover. | 
' Polyerates )(b) I therefore, Brethren, who am 65 Years old in the 
Lord, —They knew that I did not wear my grey Hairs for nothing, 
N. B. This Age of Polycrates, the old Biſhop of Epheſw, 65 Years 
in the Lord, or fince his Baptiſm, 127 22 with the preſent 
Accounts; ſince he might very well be about 75 Years old at this 
time, and ſo his Baptiſm be ſuppos d about the Age of en Years. 
Which Hypotheſis will alfo bring the Practice of the Bapriſm oF 
Childreri within or. ſoon after the Age of the Apoſtles alſo; to 
which all the antient Teſtimonies ou it really belongs. | 
Tertulli an.] (e) It is an acknowledg'd Rule that none can be fav'd 
without Baptiſm, ded eſpecially on that Sentence of ourLord, 
Unleſs one be horn of Water he has no Life. In all matters the later In- 
junctions bind, and the following Rules take place above thoſe that 
were before. Tho' there were Salvation formerly by bare Foith, 
before our Lord's Paſſion and Reſurrection, yet when this Faith is 
enlarg'd to believe in his Nativity, Paſſion and Reſurrection, there 
is an Enlargement of the Sacrament ; the Sealing of Baptiſm, as it 
were a Garment to our Faith; which formerly was bare, bur cane 
not now be without its Law; for the Law of baptizing is given, 
and the Form of it appointed © Go, ſays he, teach the Nations, ba. 
tizing, or dipping them inte the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſh. And when to this Law that Rule is added, 
Except one be regeneratid of Water and the Spirit, he ſhall not ſee the 
Kingdom of Heaven, it has bound up Faith to a neceſſi y of Baptiſa . 
and therefore all Believers from thenceforward were baptized. | 
They whoſe Duty it is to adminiſter (4) Baptiſm, are to know 
that it muſt not be given raſhly. Giveero every one that arketh thes, 
has its proper Subject, and relates to Almſgiving. But that Com- 
mand rather is here to be conſidei d, Give net that which is Holy ig 
Dogs ; neither caft your Pearls befort Swine. And that, Lay hands ſud. 
deni on no Man; neither be Partaker of other Men's Fault. Theres 
fore, according to every ones Condition, and Diſpoſition, and alfa 
their Age, the leſs ing of Baptiſm is more profitable; eſpecially in 
the caſe of little Children. For what need is there [ | 1 
that the Sureties ſhould be brought into danger? becauſe they may 
either fail of their Promiſes Death, or they may be miſtaken by 
a Child's proving of wicked Diſpoſition. Our Lord ſays indeed, 
Do not forbid them to come tome + Therefore let them come when the 
ite grown up ; let them come when they underſtand ; when they 
are inſtructed vrhither it is that they come; let them be made 
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Chriſtians. when they can know Chriſt. Whet need their guiltleſs 
Age He ſuch haſte to the Forgiveneſs of Sins ? Men Ling o- 
ceed more warily in worldly things; and he that ſhould not have 
earthly Goods committed to him, yet ſhall have, heavenly: let them 
know, how to deſire this Salvation, that you may appear to have 
given to one that aiketh. (4) They that underſtand the weight 
of Beptiſm, will rather dread the receiving than the delaying of it. 
A compleat Faith is ſecure of Salvation. nn 
Tbe moſt ſolemn time for (5) Beptiſm is Eaſter ; at which time 
the * of our Lord, into which we are beptized, was ful - 


. Os. 4 | REF; Nr 
So there is alſo no (c) Being born clean, that is, of Heathens, For 
hence the Apoſtle ſays that, Of either Parent ſantiified, the Childrex 
that ere born are hely; by reaſon of the Prerogative of that Seed, and 
alfo the Inſtruction in their Education. Elſe, ſays he, they were un- 
#lean : but — meaning to be underſtood thus, that the Children of 
the Faithful are deſign'd for Holineſs, and ſo for Salvation ; that by 
a Pledge of ſuch Hope he might plead for thoſe Marriages which 
he would have to be continy'd * otherwiſe he knew well enough 
what our Lord had determin'd, Except ene be born of Water and the 
Spirit, be ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of God; that is, be ſball not 
he bey. Thus every Soul is reckon'd as in Adam, fo long till it be 
ew exroled in Chriſt, and ſo long unclean till it be ſo enrolled, &c. 
Origen I Then again (4) ane may enquire, When it is, that the Angel- 
Here ſpoken of are ſet over theſe little ones, fignify'd by our Saviour? 
Whether they take the Care and Managemene of them from the 
time when they, by the waſhing of Regeneration, whereby they were 
nem born, do, as new. born Babes deſire the ſoncere Milk of the Herd, and 
are no longer ſubje& to any evil Power © Or from their Birth, ac- 
lng to the Foreknowledge of God, and his prede ſtinating of 
en, Oe 
The waſhing with (e) Water is a Symbol of a pure Mind, cleans d 
From all Filthineſs of Evil, and to one wha gives himſelf up to God 
t is in it (elf, by the power of the ſolemn naming the adorable 
rinity, the Beginning and Fountain of Divine Gifts. This the 
iſtory of the A#s of the Apoſtles greatly confirms, ſince tis related 
hat the Spirit: did then evidently come upon thoſe that were bap- 
pix d, the Water preparing the way for him, in ſuch as came to it as 
they ought. —_ The Baptiſm of Regeneration was not given by 
John, but by Jeſus, by the hands of his Diſciples ; and it is call'd 
the Laver of Regeneration, the performance of it being accompany'd 
with the renewing of the Spirit; which being froca God, is now alſo 
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preferr'd above the Water, but is not always ingenerated together 
with the Meter. th Þ 
Beſides all this, let it be conſider d what is the Reaſon that, where- 
as the () Beptiſm of the Church is given for Forgiveneſs of Sin, little 
Children alſo are by the Uſage of the Church bepriz'd; when if there 
were nothing in little Chi laren that wanted Forgiveneſs aud Mercy, 
the Grace of Baptiſm would be needleſs to them̃. . 

Having occaſion given by this place, I will mention a thing that 
(5) cauſes frequent Enquiries among the Brethren ; Little Children arg 
baptiz'd for the Forgiveneſs of Sins, Of what Sins? Or when have 
they ſinned ? Or how can any reaſon of the Laver in their Caſe hold 
good? Bur according to that Senſe that we mention d even now, 
None is free from Pollution, the his Life be but of the length of one day upon 
the Earth. And it is for that reaſon, becauſe by the Sacrament of 
* — Pollution of our Birth is taken away, that little Children 
are baptix'd. | | 

For this alſo it was that the Church had From the Apoſtles a Tra- 
dition (c) te give Baptiſm even to Infants. For they to whom the Divine 
Myſteries were committed, knew that there is in all Perſons the na- 
tural Pollution of Sin, which muſt be done away by Water and the 
Spirit; by reaſon of which the Body it ſelf is alſo call'd the Body of 
Sin. | Wo : 
© According to that Saying of our Lord concerning (d) Infants, 
( and thou waſt an Infant when thou waſt baptiz'd ) their Angels do 
always behold the Face of my Father which is in Heaven. So then Jeſus 
wrote his Law in thy Heart, in the Preſence of thoſe Children of 
Iſrael, Bebolders of God's Face, at the time when the Sacrement of Faith 
was given thee. : 

N. B. The two firſt Teſtimonies out of Origen are made from his 
own Greek Works, and with the laſt agree exactly to all the forego» 
ing, that Infru#/0n and Faith are neceſſary to the Baptiſm of Childrin 
The three others are from his Latin or Interpolated W an 
fo of much leſs Authority, and indeed appear ſomewhat diſagrees 
able to the others. Tho' truly I think we may allow them for the 
_ main to be genuine, and to imply, that Bapriſm might, in Origen's 

Opinion, be adminiſter'd to ſuch as could not be thought to wang 
it for the Pardon of actual Sins, done at years of Diſcretion. Now 
this is ſo near the Caſe of thoſe baptiz'd in Infancy, in our ſenſe of 
the word, that it ſcarcely diſagrees with the preſent Accounts of thig 
matter. Tho' if it implies more, it will only ſhew how early this 
Corruption of Chriſtian Baptiſm began to creep into the Church of 
Alexandria, as well as we have ſeen it began ſooner to creep into that 
of Africa, and no more. De FE OW 
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5 —— 9 —4.— Tas we have no more Teſtimonies — Infant. 
Baptiſm till the Fourth 8 g in Mica, from ian. 
434d all chat we learn thence is this, That as () ſome of — oun- 
had in the very days of Tertallias begun to reaſon from the ſup- 
08'd abſolute necefiity of Baptiſm, and to practiſe accordingly, at leaſt 
the Caſe of Danger, upon ſuch 1»faxts as were net capable of In- 
Frust ien, tho I 0 to his Opinion in that matter: So that in the 
days of Cyprien that Opinion and Practice did mightily prevail there, 
and was cftabliſh'd by the determination of an AF icen Gchunci 2 There 
alſo the early Age appointed for Circumciſion among the Fews began 
to be made a Pretence and Precedent. for ſuch a Prad ice; and then 
did the gre nings from the abſolute neceſſity of Bptiſm, and of the 
Epchariſt' (which was. then ever own'd of equal neceſſity with the 
other, and which every baptiz d Perſon was equally -own'd to have a 
Righr to) prevail ſo far, that they bepriz'd Infants even before the 
' eighth day; nay that, they diſpens'd-with Immerſion itſelf in caſe of 
Sickneſs, and allow'd of the pouring Water on the Head of the Cli- 
nicks in their Beds. as Chriſtian, tho imperfe& Baptiſm ; nay and 
gave the Euchariſt it ſelf to Infants, even before they could readily 
either cat the Bread, or drink the Cup belonging to that Holy Ordi» 
r 
Ni. B. That the Reader may not 9 that the Fourth Century 
at leaſt was unanimous for Infant · Baptiſm, in the modern, as well as 
in the ancient Senſe, I will run over the particular Teſtimonies al- 
ledg'd by (4) Mr. Vall therein, and give him the principal Paſſages 
verally belonging thereto, for his more complear Satisfactioni 
The Council of Eliberss ſays, If any were Infants when they 
« were carried over to any Hereſy, inaſmuch as it was not their own 
« Fault that they ſinn d, they ought to be admitted preſently to the 
A Cop a zin: Without any thing directly about their Age, or 
their Baptiſm. \ 


The Council of Neocæſarea ſays, © A Woman with Child may be 
« baptiz'd when ſhe pleaſes; for the Mother in this matter commu- 
i nicates nothing to the Child, becauſe in the Profeſſion — one s 
% own Reſolution is declar'd;” which certainly is not very favour. 
able to the Baptiſm of Infants, in the modern Senſe of that word. 
The counterfeit Dienyſſus the Areopagite, or true Didymus of Alex 
| e owns, that the making Children alſo, who cannot yet un- 
derſtand the Diyine Myſteries, Partakers of the Divine Birth, 
ſeems ridiculgus; as alſo that the Biſhops ſhould teach the holy 
\ , * Things to thoſe that are incapable of them, and ſhould beſtow the 
* Things — ſacred Tradition they have receiv d, upon ſuch 
© as have no ſenſe of them; and more ſo, that others ſhould pro. 
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4 nounce the Renunciations and Holy Profeſſions for them, in ſuch 
& a faſhion as if they were doing it for themſelves :” All which yet 
he vindicates as rightly done. So that he is an Evidence, ſuch as he 
is, for our modern Infant-Baptiſm ; 2 does he here intimate, that 
there was a kind of ludicrous Inſtruction of the Children themſelves 
ſtill retain'd, which I look on as the remains of the antient real Ca- 
techetick Inſtruction preceding Baptiſm, not then quite loſt in his 
Church of Alexandria : Tho' indeed the reality of the thing might 
potlibly have been begun to be laid aſide there, even in the days of 
rigen, as we have already obſerv'd. * e 
Gptatas ſpeaks of Chriſt as of 'a Garment, with alluſion to Beptiſms 
and ſays, ** It fits. all Ages, and is not too big even for Infants ; ” 
but does no way intimate, whether thoſe Infants were not old enough 
to be Catechumens firſt ; and ſo he determines nothing. ; 
' Nazianzemm, 3s Mr. Wall owns, ſeems not to have been baptiz d in 
his Infancy, tho' his Father were a Biſhop ; yet does he exhort his 
Hearers thus: If any of you have an Infant, yimor, let not Wick- 
* edneſs have the Advantage of time: Let him be ſanctify d from 
* his Infancy : Let him be dedicated from his Cradle,” Yet he 
ſpeaks of ſome that have it not in their power (or are not capable) 
to receive Baptiſm on account of their Infancy.” He alſo ſays, 
1% Shall we baptize Infants too? Yes, by all means, if any Danger 
make it requiſite ; becauſe tis better that they be ſanftify'd with- 
gut their own Senſe of it, than that they ſhould die «nſcoled and 
« uninitiated. And he mentions the typical Seal of Circumciſion, 
« and the Anointing the Door-Poſts in Egypt, as of advantage, with- 
out a Senſe of them.” But for others, he gives his Opinion, 
That they ſhould ſtay three years, or thereabouts; I the number 
of years for Catechizing in the Conſtitutions, ]“ when they are ca- 
« pable to hear and anſwer ſome of the holy Words.” So that we 
have here a Witneſs againſt Infant - Bapti ſm in the modern Senſe, ex- 
cepting the Caſe of Danger of Death; but yet ſuch an one as ſhews 
that this Practice was coming then by degrees into the Church. 
© Baſil is ſuſpected not to have been baptiz'd in his Infancy alſo. 
And by his Exhortations againſt the delay of Baptiſm, he plainly 
ſhews, that as to any conſtant Cuſtom of baptizing the uninſtructed 
Infants of Chriſtian Parents, it was by no means yet ſettled in his 
Church ; nay he rather implies, that the youngeſt Children then 
baptiz'd were catechiz d before their Baptiſm ; and ſo he is a Wit- 
neſs againſt this modern Practice alſo. DO 
Ambroſe ſpeaks of © Little Children as then baptiz'd, and reform'd 
*, back again from Wickedneſs; which muſt ſurely imply, that 
they were not Infants in our Senſe, but capable of being wicked be- 
fore their Baptiſm. 3 Wy SES | * . 1 
Chryſoftom is expreſs, that“ they baptized Infants alſo, tho"th 
Os —1 — defiled with Sin, that they — be made Holy, &. — 42 
alſo intimates, that Baptiſm may be received in Early, or Middle; 
i . bo & | is 2 orc 
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« or Old Age.” . N of © aminting Thfants, and making the 
Seu on their Forebeadr;” bur no where infimares thoſe Infants 
were uncatechiz'd; or ſo young as we now call by that name. 


. N. B. Give me leave to obſerve here, what I ought to have ob. 


ſorv'd before, That if this Seal of the Croſs on the Fore bead was not 
made in or join'd with the ſhape of a Greek & and x, or ſome ſuch 
marks, for ©2385 and 8 de God and Chriſt alfo, as is not improbable, 
the Anointing with Oll on the ſame Forehead before muſt have been 
probably after ſome fuch manner; becauſe of the ſeveral Alluſions 
to thoſe Names as well as a Seal, on the Fotehead of all Chriſtians al- 
ready ſer down. 2 the | | 
' Auſtin indeed was not only for the ordinary Practice of Infant- 
Baptiſm, but built on it that horrid and unchriſtian Doctrine of the 
Damnation of thoſe Infants that died unbaptiz'd ; and ſince his Au- 
thority, in all the Weft eſpecially, ſoon came to be very great, no 
wonder if Infant-Baptiſm, iff the preſent Senſe, was the current 
Practice immediately. | 
In ſhort, this corrupt Practice came in firſt from the pretended, 
but groundleſs Notion of the abſolute neceſſity of Baptiſm to Salvation; 
and ſo at firſt was allow'd in that extraordinary Caſe of dangerous 
Sickneſs only; till by degrees the ordinary Age for it was ſhorten d, 
the opus vperartum was eſtecm'd more and more, and the real Qualifi- 
cations and ſpiritual Intentions leſs end leſs; and till at laſt from Ca- 
techumens of abour three years ſtanding, who were originally the 
ole proper Subjects of Infant-Baptiſm, it came to be apply d to 
Babes of three months, or three days, nay of three hours, or three 
minutes old, who could not be Catechumens at all. So ſucceſsful 
was the Devil and his Agents in corrupting the very Fountain of our 
Holy Religion, and turning no ſmall part of that ſacred Ordinance 
of Initiation, which was deſign'd for ſo great a Means, and Motive, 
and Obligation to the ſtricteſt Holineſs and Purity of Life, at our 
very Entrance upon Chriſtianity, into little more than outward Ce- 
remony and Formality, and excluſive of the leaſt Knowledge in the 
Iafant concern'd. 


Obſervations from the Whole. 


I. TH AT the Baptiſm of ſuch Infants as are capable of Catechetick 

In ſtruct ion, and have been under it about three years, is for 
Certain the Law of the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, and of the knowa 
Books of the New Teſtament, and atteſted to by all Primitive An- 


t * Ag | 
AI. That the Baptiſm of Infants, or of ſuch as are too young to be 
capeble of the ſame Inſtruction, is utterly groundleſs, both in the 
Conſtitutions of the Apoſtles, where only the Original Law for In- 
fant · Raptiſm is recorded, in the known Books of the New Teſta 
ment, and in the two firſt Centuries of the Church. It, Thar 
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II. That therefore the uſe of Sureties, or Godfathers and Game- 

thers, which only wete introduc'd when ſuch Infant: were baptix 4 
as covld not anſwer for themſelves, cannot belong to Times earlier 
than ſuch I»fant-Boptiſm; and ſo is without the leaſt pretence to any. 
Apoſtolical or truly Primitive Anchor whatſoever, 

IV. "That theſe and many more Practices, DoQrines and Cuſtomy, . 
which appear to have begun in the lf, near Rome, and particularly. 
in Af ics, ate to be look d on as part of the Roman, Weſtern, or An- 
282 Corruptions, and to be accordingly rejected by every 

riſtian. 3 | | 

V. That the Conſtitutions of the 2 Accounts of this mat 
ter, and of Baptiſm in general, as to all its Parts and Ceremonies, 
are fully and undeniably atteſted to by the known Books of the New 
Teſtament, and by all the other oldeſt Remains of _ Primitive 
Antiquity ; and fo thoſe Conſtitutions are to be own'd of the great · 
eſt Authority with us in all parallel Caſes, Which Obſervation, in 
a lower Senſe, is to be extended to the Recognitions alſo. | 

VI. The Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, as well as of the Eucharif, is 
an eminent part of the Sacerdotal Function and Duty, and not to be 
done by Women, nor by any of the Laity, no not even by the lower 
Ranks of the Clergy, nor by the Deacons themſelves. 1 

VII. Neither grown Women, nor Girls c.n be decently baptiz d 
as Chriſt has appointed, till the ſacred Order of Deaconeſs is reviv' 
in the Church: Which Order is not only mention'd in the Conſti · 
tutions, but in the New Teſtament it ſelf, as own'd among us: Phete, 
being expreſly call'd Deaconeſs of the Church of Cenchres by Paul, 
Rom, xvi, 1. how unwarrantably ſoever our Engliſb Tranſlation avoids 
that ſolemn Appellation, and gives her the bare name of a Ser- 
vant. 

VIII. Confirmation is only a part of Baptiſm, or of the entire So- 
Jemniry of Initiation, and ought to be inſeparable from it; and by 
conſequence is no more confin'd to Biſhops, than the performance of 
the other Parts of the ſame Solemnity, or che Adminiſtration of the 
Lords Supper. 

IX. The uſe of Dipping, and even of the Trine Immerſion it ſelf, is 
plainly ſacred and unalterable in Chriftian Baptiſm ; and the later 
Methods of pouring on, or ſprinkling Water only, utterly unjuſtifiable 
among Chriſtians. ; 

X. The Antipædobaptiſts, by preſerving the original Rules of 
the Goſpel, both as to Catechizing before, and Dipping at Baptiſm, are 
ſo far the pureſt part of the Chriſtian Church among us, and oughe 
to be eſteem'd accordingly by every Chriſtian. | 

XI. Vet are the ſame Antipzdobaptiſts very ＋ — in their 
way of Baptiſm alſo ; as particularly in not uſing the Deaceneſſes in 
Womens Beptiſm, nor dipping naked, nor uſing the anointing with 
Oil befare, t he Trine Immerſion in, the ſealing with the Croſs by Oine- 
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ment on the Forchead, and laying on of Hands, after Baptiſm; to fa 
nothing of their uſing a Forth ar Method different from the 4 
one in the Conſtitutions. In ſhort, all modern ways of baptizin 
are very im perfect, and ought to be redut d to the original Standard 
in the Conſtitutions immediately. | A 

XII. The Doctrine of Original Sin, as ſtated in all the later Ages, 
was plainly deriv'd from ſome Reaſonings about the Bepriſm of In- 
fonts, eſpecially after it came to be apply'd to thoſe that were a very 
few Years or Months old ; becauſe theſe taving, to be ſure, no aFusl 
Sins to obtain Remiſſion for, and Baptiſm being ſuppos d to be 
wholly for the Remiſſion of Sins, it was concluded they muſt have 
Original Sin to obtain that Pardon for; tho' neither the Scriptures, 
nor the earlieſt Chriſtians ever reaſon d in that manner; nor is it in*. 
telligible how Original Sin, which was involuntaty, ſhould properly 
need Forgiveneſs: and ſo this Doctrine ſtands upon a very weak 
Foundation. 

XIII. This Admiſſion of Uncatechiz'd and Incepable Infants to 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, in a way ſo contrary to the original 
Inſtitutions, has been one great occaſion of the Formality, Diſorders 
and Wickedneſs of all the later Ages ; while bare external Rites have 
been made ſo neceſſary, without regard to their ſpiritual and moral 
Purpoſes; nd the Church became full of Members, that neither 
knew nor obſerv'd the practical Duties of the Goſpel ; for the ſake 
of which all ſuch external SoJemnities were, for the main, origi- 
nally deſign'd by our Saviour, and to which Deſign they were, in 
their firſt Inſtitution; ſo admirably adapted by him. 

XIV. As ſoon as ever the Confticutions of the Apoſtles, and their ſa- 
cred Laws were ſet aſide, and human Additions or Alterations were 
made therein by Churches, Councils, Biſhops, or the Temporal 
Power, the true Chriſtian Religion, as it was at firſt deliver'd, be- 
gan to be corrupted, its real Deſigns ſuperſeded, its Ordinances 

lluted, the Scriptures miſinterpreted, and. Antichriſtian Tyranny, 
Raperfticiowand Idoletry, with all their woful Conſequences, gra» 
dually introduc'd. Nor will the Church ever recover her native 
State, or get clear of theſe faral Miſchiefs, till ſhe receives and 
obeys thole Doctrines and Rules which the Apoſtles have therein 
tranſmitted to her from her ever bleſſed Redeemer. 


Sept. 29 1712. | WILL, WHISTON. 
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